SHOWING COTSWOLD SHEEP

A Cotswold Sheep Society Help Sheet

Why show?

There are many good reasons for exhibiting your Cotswold sheep at shows, some of
the most important being that it publicizes the breed, stimulates public interest,
provides a useful opportunity to meet fellow breeders, increases your knowledge of the
breed and your sheep, promotes your flock, and above all, is very enjoyable!

How do I get started?

It is a good idea to attend a few shows to observe what goes on. Watch the judging,
listen to the judge's commentary, make a mental note of the etiquette in the ring, visit
the Cotswold lines afterwards and talk to the exhibitors.

One of the best shows for a newcomer to enter is the Society's own Summer Show at
Calcot, near Fossebridge, Gloucestershire. It is a relaxed, friendly event and offers a
wonderful opportunity to ask questions and learn.

Have 2 look at the schedule and decide what classes you might be interested in. At the
Summer Show there are classes for ewes with lambs at foot, different ages of males
and females, butcher's lambs, halfbred breeding ewes, junior handler and fleeces.

Preparation

As far in advance as possible select your animals according to the Society's breed
standard, using all the information gained from attending Society workshops. Be sure
to make a note of the Society's show shearing regulations.

Careful management plays an important part in preparing a sheep for show. The
animal should be kept on a level plane of nutrition and you should provide the best
quality feed you can. Hay is best fed from the floor, perhaps in plastic drums, because
use of a hay rack means that hay seeds will almost certainly collect in the fleece of
animals lying under it. Good management is also the answer to keeping sheep clean,
but if they get dirty round the tail deal with it as soon as possible, soaking with plain
water from a hose. Never cut dung out of the fleece of a show animal, you should be
able eventually to loosen soiling with water. Health care is obviously important and
regular attention to feet will not only keep the animal in good order but also accustom
it to being handled.

A month or two before the show you should start halter training. Rope halters are
widely used but some breeders prefer leather foal slips. Practise putting the halter on,
remembering that the handler stands on the sheep's left. Start to walk the sheep for a
short time each day, be kind and patient and you will find that it soon becomes
accustomed to the halter. A method that often works well is to feed the sheep
afterwards so that it comes to associate the halter with a reward. Or, if you have only a
few sheep, get them all accustomed from a very early age to walking on the halter each
time you move them to a fresh grazing area.



Shortly before the show you should pay careful attention to wool. Go through the
fleece and open it up so that the judge is able to examine it easily at any point.
Cotswolds are shown in a natural condition, so no combing and carding, no bloom
dips or shampoo, but it is permissible to wash the legs, face and feet. Make sure the
forelock is tidy and not too long, clip it lightly if it rubs the sheep's eyes, and square
the tail. If you keep the sheep in prior to a show you might like to use a sheep blanket
to stop hay and straw getting into the fleece.

Submit your entry form well before the show's deadline, read the regulations carefully
and accustom your sheep to being loaded, transported and unloaded so that they are not
stressed by it all. Make a packing list of everything you need, such as feed, water
bucket, footcare equipment, shears, bedding (unless straw is provided), white coat for
handler, etc. Check that the sheep has not lost its official ear tag; if it has, order a
replacement tag from the Society in good time for the show.

At the show

Arrive at the show in good time to allow the sheep to settle in and rest after the
journey. Avoid any drastic changes in diet; the cut grass supplied at some shows may
make your sheep scour and it may be safer to stick to hay. If you cannot spare the time
to be at the showground every day of, say, a three-day event you will find that one of
the other Cotswold exhibitors will be pleased to top up your sheep's hay and water on
the day you have to be away. Also, if you long to enter the group of three class but
lack a handler, you will almost always find a willing volunteer in the lines. Get
yourself ready in plenty of time for your class, wear a clean white coat and give the
impression that you have made an effort to look neat and tidy.

When you arrive in the show ring make sure you get the sheep to stand well, properly
balanced with all four legs straight. Watch the judge carefully and anticipate what he
or she is going to want to look at next. Concentrate fully on the judging - this is not
the time to have a chat with the person next to you! Remember that even if the judge is
not actually handling your sheep he may well be casting an eye back along the line
when examining other entries. When you are asked to walk the animal, do not pull if
the sheep hesitates but slip your hand under its chin and touch its tail to encourage it
along.

If you do not win on this occasion, do not get despondent or critical. A good exhibitor
never argues with the judge's choice and always loses gracefully. Remember that even
though your sheep may not have appealed to that particular judge on that occasion it
does not mean that you will not win a prize with the sheep on another day. Perhaps
your sheep just walked badly, or was tired and so did not look its best. Take the
opportunity to learn from the experience, talk to the judge afterwards and ask a few
polite questions.

Above all, enjoy being part of the show rather than just a visitor, and when you find
interested members of the public leaning over your pen do take the opportunity to talk

to them about the breed and your flock. And prepare to find it addictive - especially
after the first rosette!

For further information and advice please contact:

Cotswold Sheep Society









