The Cotswold Sheep 
Annual General Meeting
Burghfield, Bourton on the Water
On Sunday 25th July 2010
Present Were:
Mrs P Quinn (President), Mr E Freeman (Vice President)



Mr R Mumford (Chairman), Mrs L Foster (Secretary), 

Mrs L Parkes (Treasurer/Registrar)
Together With: 
Mrs K Elliott, Mrs J Wilkie, Mr R Leach, Miss A Garne, Mr J Dale, Mrs W Dale, Mrs M Pursch, Mrs F Whiteman, Mr S Parkes, Mr R Boodle, Mrs Y Brown, Mr D Cross, Mrs E Powell, Miss D Stanhope, Mr A Loker, Mr J Henson, Miss D Haylor, Mr T Yates, Mrs J Colburn, Mr T Jackson, Mrs A Palfrey and Mr J Palfrey
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual General Meeting and thanked Steve and Lynne Parkes very much for all their hospitality and enjoyable flock walk.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Mr R Harvey-Long, Mr and Mrs P Froehlich, Mr and Mrs J Flanders, Mrs L Gibbings, Mrs A Davis, Mr J Shaw, Mrs J Attwooll, Mr S Wright, Mr T Bigg, Mr R Martin, Mr A Porter, Mr N Spencer, Mrs A Reid, Mr and Mrs M Houghton, Mr J Brunyee, Mr P Hazel, Mrs H Newman, Mr B Palmer
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 26th July 2009
The Chairman asked those present if they were in favour of the minutes being signed as a true record (proposed by Judy Wilkie, seconded by Jim Dale) and all were in favour.
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
Chairman’s Report
Please find attached a copy of the Chairman’s report.
Treasurer’s Report

Members had all received a copy of the Income and Expenditure Account and balance sheet for the year ended 31st March 2010.  Lynne Parkes pointed out the following:
· the breakdown of the Breed Promotion figure of £1089.20 was as follows:  Wool Day at Wyck Rissington (£100), digitalising the Society slides (£200), new stand cover (£388) and the stand for Sheep 2010 (£400).  Eric Freeman suggested that the breakdown should be included in the next newsletter.
· the income was higher for the 2009 Society Show as Kate Kay had very kindly not taken any expenses for that show for which everyone was very grateful.

· the gift aid figures had increased by 44% over the past year due to Bob Palmer’s push on it over the last year.

· the costs for trophies and rosettes were very low as Paul Froehlich had kindly continued to make and donate the rosettes to the Society for which everyone is extremely grateful.
Lynne Parkes also said that she had some blue Wool labels which members could have to label their wool before sending it to the Wool Board as it was hoped that we could accumulate enough wool for the Wool Board to be able to do some Cotswold wool lots at auction.

Adoption of Accounts for Year Ended 31st March 2010.

Lynne Parkes requested that the accounts for the year to 31st March 2010 be adopted.  The accounts were agreed and adopted (proposed by Kate Elliott and seconded by Margaret Pursch), all in favour.
Election of Officers of the Society

a. President

Mrs Quinn was nominated to stand again as President (proposed by Joan Colburn, seconded by Derek Cross); Mrs Quinn accepted.

b. Vice President

Richard Mumford thanked Eric Freeman very much for his three years as Vice President of the Society.

Mr Robert Boodle was nominated to stand as Vice President (proposed by Steve Parkes, seconded by Margaret Pursch); Robert Boodle accepted.

Eric Freeman said he had very much enjoyed being Vice President of the Society and that he was delighted that Robert Boodle was to take over.  He said Robert is very practical and does so much for the Society.
c. Chairman

Mr Richard Mumford was nominated as Chairman (proposed by Steve Parkes, seconded by Kate Elliott); Richard Mumford accepted

d. Vice Chairman

Mr Thomas Jackson was nominated to stand as Vice-Chairman (proposed by Derek Cross, seconded by Steve Parkes); Thomas Jackson accepted.
Re-Appointment of Hon Auditor

The Chairman thanked Mr Kingsmill for his services to the Society and asked that he should be reappointed as auditor.  Proposed by Mr Joe Henson and seconded by Mrs Caroline Cunningham and all in favour for his reappointment.
Proposed amendments to the CSS rules 
As stated on the AGM agenda Council proposed the following amendment to Rule 9 – The Council may convene an Extraordinary General Meeting, and Extraordinary General Meetings shall also be convened on request of six (rather than four) members in writing.

Everyone present were in favour of the proposal (proposed by Steve Parkes and seconded by Judy Wilkie)

Any Other Business
· Steve Parkes asked the secretary to write to Mr and Mrs John Hemming to thank them for letting the Society use their field for the day
· Joe Henson gave a vote of thanks for everything Lynne Parkes and Lucinda Foster do for the Society

· Eric Freeman suggested the Society could hold a ‘shearing” event at Alison Garne’s wonderful barn in Meysey Hampton.  He had already spoken to Alison Garne about this and she would be very happy to arrange it.  Joe Henson said he might know of some-one who could invite the television there too!
· Joan Colburn said that Northleach Church have “welcoming” days when the church is manned by local people to tell visitors all about the church and its history.  She had found that visitors had been very interested in the history of the Cotswold wool and she offered to take some Cotswold Sheep books to try and sell them on those days when the church is manned.

· Eric Freeman said the Bishop of Gloucester had sent out a wonderful Christmas card last year with a stable with all the local Gloucestershire breeds on it.  Richard Mumford said he would look into whether he could see one and if indeed there were spare ones that could be used.

· Davina Stanhope said that the Society should make more use of the fact that the Cotswold Sheep is in fact the oldest Breed established in 1891 as the Shropshires often say they are the oldest but in fact they were established a year later in 1892.

· Alison Garne suggested that the Society might look into doing a Cotswold trail supported by EU funds which could be linked with restaurants who use Cotswold lamb.  The Chairman agreed that this would be looked in to.  Kate Elliott said something similar had been done in Scotland with seafood.
· Davina Stanhope suggested that an updated crib sheet on Cotswolds was giving to Show commentators.

· Eric Freeman asked if the Cotswold Lamb had to actually come from Gloucestershire.  It was understood that as long as the sheep are pure and registered they don’t have to live in the Cotswolds.  It took the Gloucester Old Spots 11 years to get some protection for the name.  It was suggested that the Society invites Richard Lutwych (Secretary to Glos Old Spots) to come to one of our Society meetings or write to him to ask how it affects our Breed.  Thomas Jackson pointed out that we have our own trademark which protects the identity rather than the area.  Thomas Jackson said two members had paid to use the wool trademark and hopefully there would be two members signing up to use the meat one.  He urged members to sign up if they wanted to use the trademark at a cost of £10 for the first year and £5 for each subsequent year.  The trademark gives the Society a clear identity – pedigree Cotswold lamb.

· Judy Wilkie asked about the number of registered ewes and rams giving a false impression if we don’t register deaths. The Chairman explained that he understood that the RBST use a formula based on the number of ewe lambs registered each year. Further details on this was due in the next newsletter.  Kate Elliott said it was also a problem when trying to trace bloodlines.  Robin Leach wondered if a column for dead sheep could be added to the census form.

· Joan Colburn asked approximately how many Cotswold sheep there are.  Lynne Parkes said there are about 1400 breeding females.

Richard Mumford once again thanked Lynne and Steve Parkes very much for their hospitality and asked members to particularly encourage new members to come to the quiz and Winter Social later in the year.

As there was no other business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 2.45pm.
